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My story began in 2006 when I received a four-year scholarship to attend the
University of Richmond as an International Student from Afghanistan. Coming to
the United States, getting my bachelor’s degree in accounting, then my CPA license
laid the foundation for my success. From there I started as a bookkeeper at a
boutique construction company in Washington, DC. After transitioning to public
accounting, I quickly worked my way up to a manager at the number one
professional services firm in the world, Deloitte. From the war torn streets of Kabul
to the managing a team of top professionals, my journey has been a blessing to say
the least.

e My contributions to the community thus far has been helping my younger siblings
receive private education in Afghanistan. My hope for them is to grow up and

become responsible and productive individuals in the society.
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e Ms. Paula Nirschel is the leader to whom I owe my second chance in life. I and a
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