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The Wayfair Impact, Part 1: How the U.S.
Supreme Court Decision A�ects Remote
Sellers
The Supreme Court held that Quill Corp. v. North Dakota and National Bellas Hess
Inc. v. Department of Revenue of Illinois – which held that a state cannot require an
out-of-state seller with no physical presence in the state to collect and remit ...
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In this three-part series, I will dive into what the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision to
throw out the physical presence requirement for sales tax nexus is all about, offer
advice to remote sellers, and break down the impact on those sellers and the
particular states they do business in. [Read Part 2 — Read Part 3]

Here is part one discussing the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision and offering actionable
advice for remote sellers.
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[Free CPE Webcast: Implementing the Supreme Court’s Sales Tax Decision in Wayfair
v. South Dakota.]

As I predicted in my article, “The Future of the Quill Sales Tax ‘Physical Presence’
Nexus Standard – Part Two,” on June 21, 2018, the U.S. Supreme Court threw out the
51-year-old physical presence sales tax nexus standard when it rendered its decision
in South Dakota v. Wayfair, Inc., et al. At issue was whether South Dakota may
require remote sellers to collect and remit sales tax without some additional
connection in the state, other than $100,000 or more in annual sales or more than
200 transactions.

The Supreme Court held that Quill Corp. v. North Dakota and National Bellas Hess Inc. v.
Department of Revenue of Illinois – which held that a state cannot require an out-of-
state seller with no physical presence in the state to collect and remit sales taxes on
goods the seller ships to consumers in the state – was overruled, upheld the South
Dakota nexus threshold and remanded the case for further proceedings consistent,
with removal of the physical presence nexus standard.

OVERVIEW
Physical Presence Gone – No New Standard: Calling the physical presence rule
of Quill “unsound and incorrect,” Justice Kennedy delivered the opinion for the 5 to 4
majority, in which Justices Thomas, Ginsburg, Alito and Gorsuch joined. While
disposing of the physical presence rule, the Court chose not to establish a new
standard, relying on the existing Commerce Clause doctrine to address taxpayer
concerns regarding any undue burdens created by state tax laws. The Court also
upheld South Dakota’s law as constitutionally permissible under existing doctrine,
though it admitted that only substantial nexus was at issue before them. The Court
also did not address retroactivity issues, and acknowledged that South Dakota and
other state nexus laws may contain defects that impose undue burdens on interstate
commerce aside from the nexus threshold. The Court remanded the case for further
proceedings consistent with the overturning of the physical presence standard.

What Now? As such, states may now require remote sellers with no physical presence
in a state to collect sales tax on sales of taxable products and services delivered to
customers in that state. This ruling does not just affect online retailers, but all sellers
of taxable goods and services that make sales in a state in which they lack physical
presence. However, as I explain in more detail below – in addition to South Dakota,
Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, North Dakota and
Rhode Island – Vermont and Wyoming adopted the South Dakota economic nexus

Hello. It looks like you’re using an ad blocker that may prevent our website from
working properly. To receive the best experience possible, please make sure any blockers
are switched off and refresh the page.

If you have any questions or need help you can email us

https://event.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1202675&tp_key=e40b62037b
http://www.dillontaxconsulting.com/the-future-of-the-quill-sales-tax-physical-presence-nexus-standard-part-two?journal=76
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/17pdf/17-494_j4el.pdf
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1991/91-194
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1966/241
mailto:info@cpapracticeadvisor.com


law with a de minimis threshold of $100,000 in annual sales or 200 individual
transactions, and measures that minimize the threat of undue burdens on interstate
commerce.

For now, we know that remote sellers that exceed these thresholds have a sales tax
compliance obligation in at least these 12 states. Several other states, including
Alabama, Connecticut, Georgia, Massachusetts, Mississippi, Ohio and Tennessee,
adopted economic nexus laws that assert nexus in the absence of physical presence,
so long as the remote seller exceeds a certain sales threshold in the state in annual
value and/or number of sales. It remains to be seen whether these laws will be
enforced as is, or modi�ed to re�ect South Dakota-style provisions. As for the
remaining 27 states that impose a state sales tax, they will have to determine
whether their existing laws provide suf�cient “economic nexus” basis through
which to assert jurisdiction over remote sellers of taxable goods and services,
whether they must amend their laws to adopt the South Dakota standard, or attempt
an even lower threshold, perhaps with retroactive application.

What Should Remote Sellers Do? Rest assured that states – with or without changing
their current nexus standards – will heighten enforcement and audit activity of
remote sellers. Expect many states to send out mass mailings and bulletins advising
remote sellers of their obligations to register and remit taxes in light of
the Wayfair decision. This applies not only to internet retailers of products, but also
remote sellers of services, such as software, information, data services and
communications. It is incumbent on taxpayers to begin considering six points:

1. Historical sales by state.
2. Nexus-creating activities under existing state nexus provisions.
3. Registrations where they determine nexus exists or the risk of nexus is material.
4. Resolving any historical exposure proactively and anonymously through

Voluntary Disclosure Agreements.
5. Implementing sales tax compliance software solutions and processes.
6. Implementing processes for tracking sales activity to determine when they exceed

sales thresholds in states that adopt economic nexus standards.

State nexus provisions may create multistate sales tax compliance obligations for
them now and potentially for prior periods, even before states begin to act.

What’s Next: Part 2
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As you can see in part one, the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Wayfair is an
important one that has a noticeable impact on remote sellers. Stay tuned for part two
where I’ll explore the Court’s consideration of the physical presence sales tax nexus
standard and the South Dakota nexus standard.

Go to Part 2.
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