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deduction falls short.

Jan. 23,2023

By Elizabeth Heubeck, Education Week, Bethesda, Md. (TNS)

It’s tax season. And while this declaration usually comes with a collective groan, K-12

educators have a little something to celebrate on the tax front this year.

For the first time since the IRS enacted the educator expense deduction in 2002, the
agency raised it from $250 to $300 for the current tax-filing season. But the
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deduction remains far less than what many teachers spend on out-of-pocket
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Austin Ambrose hadn’t heard about the increased deduction until he was asked for
his thoughts on the bump. “It just goes to show you it’s not being discussed,” said
Ambrose, an elementary education teacher-turned-dean of students at Forge

International School, a public charter school in Middleton, Idaho.

The increase wasn’t the only aspect of the deduction that Ambrose, who is also an
advocacy fellow for the Association of American Educators, was unaware of. “I did

not know about the [original] teacher deduction until a peer mentioned it,” he said.

“It would be nice if school districts provided financial training and information for
teachers,” Ambrose said. Just 22 years old when he entered the profession in 2017,
Ambrose recalls having very little understanding of how personal taxes work when

he first began his career.

Ambrose said that, as a new classroom teacher just out of college, he would search
during tax season for receipts as proof of the money he had spent on his classroom.
“As time went on, I knew I was always exceeding the deduction limit,” said Ambrose,
who estimates that, as a classroom teacher until 2021, he sometimes spent more than

$500 annually on classroom expenses.

Reflecting on the new tax deduction, Ambrose said: “When it comes to the expense

teachers putinto their classrooms, it’s a small drop in the bucket.”

(c)2023 Education Week (Bethesda, Md.). Visit www.edweek.org. Distributed
by Tribune Content Agency LLC.

Income Tax e IRS e Taxes


https://www.edweek.org/
https://www.cpapracticeadvisor.com/section/income-tax/
https://www.cpapracticeadvisor.com/section/irs/
https://www.cpapracticeadvisor.com/section/taxes/
mailto:info@cpapracticeadvisor.com

Hello. It looks like you’re using an ad blocker that may prevent our website from

working properly. To receive the best experience possible, please make sure any blockers

are switched off and refresh the page.

If you have any questions or need help you can email us



mailto:info@cpapracticeadvisor.com

